The Story of British Diplomacy
for some time to come. To that result other causes were indeed accessory. The matter developed itself into a competition of nations as well as a rivalry of courts and Cabinets.
Formerly   Spain  supplied  England  and  France with the same bone of contention that Egypt has in our time been.    Of the two principal Spanish parties, the Moderados looked to France; the English proteges were the Progressists.    Consequently, the retirement of Queen Christina, a Moderado, and the regency of the Progressist Espartero in 1841 were regarded as abasing   France  and  exalting England.   About the same time  De  Salvandy, the new ambassador from France,   reached  Madrid.     Told by the authorities that he must present his credentials to the Regent Espartero instead of to Queen Isabella, then a child often, he appealed to the traditional right of ambassadors to approach the sovereign, of whatever age, in person.    Thus he said, in 1715, the diplomatist accredited by the King of Spain to the French court was received in person by Louis XV., although then an  infant  of five.     One   of Palmerston's favourite diplomatists,   Aston,   had just succeeded Villiers as minister at the Spanish  capital.    Salvandy therefore complained to the French Foreign Office of an affront placed on himself and his country by a British intrigue. Aston's conduct, in taking sides against the French ambassador, gave some colour to this charge. Aberdeen, however, at that time Foreign Minister, composed the differences by despatching a severe reproof to Aston, and showing the French Government a copy of it. The  intercourse   between   the   French  and  British Governments and Spain now became almost affection-
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